
PREPARING FOR THE CERTIFYING EXAMINATION OF THE
AMERICAN COLLEGE OF THERIOGENOLOGISTS

Timeline:

Standard (residency) route:
• Candidate attains veterinary medical degree
• Candidate completes one (1) year of clinical practice or its equivalent
• Candidate completes a minimum of two (2) years in an established / supervised

training program that includes experience in teaching, research, and/or practice of
theriogenology

• Candidate applies to take the Certifying Examination by November 1 of the year
       prior to the year of taking the examination

Mentorship (alternate) route:
• Candidate attains veterinary medical degree
• Candidate completes a minimum of six (6) years of practice experience with a

major emphasis in theriogenology
• Candidate applies by November 1 after at least four (4) years of practice experience

as described above for approval for two (2) years of study with an approved
mentor (see Mentorships)

• Candidate applies to take the Certifying Examination by November 1 of the years
from two (2) to four (4) years after approved for study

General Information:

The field of theriogenology is broad, encompassing many disciplines and involving
several domestic species. The Certifying Examination will include fields of specialty
beyond the recent experience of most theriogenologists. Material in the examination will
include the reproductive processes of food-producing animals (cattle, goats, sheep and
swine), companion animals (cats, dogs and horses) and, to a limited extent, laboratory,
avian, aquatic and exotic animals.

We suggest the candidate attain a broad general base of knowledge in theriogenology as
it applies to anatomy, embryology, physiology, pathology, microbiology, biotechnology,
endocrinology, and clinical medicine and surgery. The theriogenologist who is a
specialist in a basic science must be aware of applied theriogenology and the clinician or
practitioner should review the basic aspects of theriogenology. Candidates should not
expect themselves to read all the material on the “Suggested Reading” list. Selections
from the reading list that follows may be used to help applicants review species or
disciplines from outside their areas of expertise. A study guide is available on this
website to remind candidates of areas they may wish to review.

The Certifying Examination will consist of a written examination (four sessions) and a
practical examination (one session). The first two written sessions will include 25
multiple-choice questions and five essay questions, covering all species. The third written



session will include 25 multiple-choice questions covering all species and 25 multiple-
choice questions from the candidate’s chosen area of emphasis. The fourth session will
consist of ten essay questions from the candidate’s chosen area of emphasis. These
sessions will give the candidate an opportunity to display a greater depth of knowledge in
an area of the candidate’s choice; areas of emphasis that may be chosen are bovine,
equine, porcine, small animal and multi-species. The practical examination will consist of
a series of projected pictures, each accompanied by written questions that will require
only short answers.  Please note that the order of the examination sessions may vary from 
year to year, at the discretion of the Examinating Committee.

The Examining Committee requests that candidates express themselves fully in
responding to the essay questions and show that they are, indeed, specialists in
theriogenology. The candidate’s grade will be derived from multiple-choice questions
(40%), essay questions (40%) and practical questions (20%). The approximate make-up
of the examination will be 20% bovine, 20% equine, 20% canine / feline, 10% ovine /
caprine, 10% porcine, 10% exotics and 10% basic sciences. Candidates that obtain an
overall score of at least 70% correct will pass the Certifying Examination. Notification
whether or not a candidate achieved a passing score will be provided by mail within three
(3) months of the examination date. Candidates failing to achieve a passing score must
retake the examination in a subsequent year and will be required to repeat both the
written and practical sections of the examination. Candidates that do not achieve a
passing score will be provided information on their performance to help them in
preparing for reexamination. Information provided will consist of percentage correct on
each portion (multiple-choice, essay and practical) of the exam and percentage correct
based on species, of the combined essay / multiple-choice portion.
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